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Name and whereabouts?

Jorge Peniche, photographer/director 
from Los Angeles, CA.

What got you into photography?

My introduction to photography 
came through a working relationship 
with world-famous DJ Skee and an 
impromptu shoot with Game in 2006. 
Since then I have immersed myself 
entirely in the world of photography.

Film or digital?

They both have their place in the 
photography world. For editorial 
work and portraits I prefer film. I 
have several different types of camera 
formats that I like to use for different 
occasions.  Each camera allows 
me to compose images differently. 
Sometimes I feel like using my Pentax 
67 for close face shots while other 
times I’ll use my Canon AE-1 for 
wider shots that focus not only on my 
subject but also their surroundings. For 
fashion and advertisement projects 
I tend to favour digital because it’s 
convenient for both my clients and 
myself. It’s easy to review the captures 
as we go, and allows for us to make 
the adequate adjustments to complete 
a project under tight deadlines. 
Ultimately, the medium you choose 
is based on personal preference  
and circumstance. 
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international clients who commission 
me to shoot assignments here in the 
states. Honestly, each day is unique 
and living in L.A. you really never 
know what to expect. Hence the 
reason I love living here.

You seem to shoot black and white a 
lot, what draws you to choosing that 
over colour?

Our whole lives we see the world in 
colour through our eyes. Sometimes 
we take this gift for granted and tend 
to overlook the beauty of even the most 
obscure things. Black and white strips 
away the reality our eye sees and 
allows us to wonder off into fantasy 
and pose questions of what our eye 
sometimes misses. Aside from that 
element, true black and white photos 
just have a classic look to them that 
are timeless. 

Favourite subject to shoot and Why?

My favourite subject is people, hands 
down. We are emotional beings 
that evolve as we get older. There’s 
so much information a portrait can 
share about a person through their 
eyes, face, clothing, hair, posture, 
etc. Portraits give us insight on how a 
person feels that day, how rough or 
smooth their life has been, and what 
things they value or find fashionable 
at the time. 

What does a typical day consist  
of for you?

A typical day starts with reading and 
replying to emails in the morning. 
Following that, I check my social 
networking sites and my favourite 
music and fashion related blogs. After 
that I head to my studio in Downtown 
LA to catch a couple of meetings. 
If I have a shoot that day I’ll head 
out to set. If I’m not shooting I’m 
roaming throughout the city scouting 
new locations or simply just people 
watching. At night I meet with my 
business partners to review projects 
we’re working on at the moment, 
or I get on Skype to brainstorm with 
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5 things/people that inspire you  
and why?

Music - It provides the soundtrack to 
our lives. Without music the world 
would be boring and quiet.

Life - Life inspires art. All of my work is 
my interpretation of the world based 
on my knowledge and experience 
living on earth.

History - It’s the best reference point 
because it gives us insight on why 
things are the way they are and 
furthermore gives us a glimpse of 
what’s to come.

Picasso - He was an artistic and 
creative genius that proved to the 
world throughout his lifetime that he 
was the chose one.

Steve Jobs - He’s the definition of the 
American dream. He dreamed it, 
made it, re-invented it, pushed the line 
time and time again and changed the 
world forever. 

A lot of your photos show LA gang 
culture and lifestyle. How did you get 
involved in documenting that culture?

Just as much as Hollywood glamour 
is a part of LA, gang culture holds 
a similar stake. In fact, for better or 
rather for worse, LA is recognized as 
the gang capital of the world. It’s a 
reality that has plagued Los Angeles 
for many decades now. It’s not really 
rare for you to have friends you grew 
up with join a gang. As for me, I grew 
up in a small blue collared suburb 
of LA known as Rosemead. A fairly 
normal and safe city, but the culdesac 
where I grew up in was virtually a 
microcosm of the “hood”, with all the 
elements from gang banging, drug 
dealing, backyard boogies and crack 
heads. Naturally I didn’t really see all 
the bad stuff like outsiders probably 
would have seen. To me this was home 
and my neighbours were my family. 
Fast forward to present date,  a lot of 
the music artists and tattoo subjects 
I shoot come from different gangs 
throughout Los Angeles. It’s a culture 
that’s LA bred and entirely unique 
to our city. Even though it’s been 
documented by others in the past, 
I feel my interpretation comes from 
a perspective that’s understanding 
and seeks to humanize rather than 
objectify and demonize people.


